5/11/2016 WATER CODE CHAPTER 11. WATER RIGHTS

Sec. 11.086. OVERFLOW CAUSED BY DIVERSION OF WATER. (a) No
person may divert or impound the natural flow of surface waters in
this state, or permit a diversion or impounding by him to continue, in
a manner that damages the property of another by the overflow of the
water diverted or impounded.

(b) A person whose property is injured by an overflow of water
caused by an unlawful diversion or impounding has remedies at law and
in equity and may recover damages occasioned by the overflow.

(c) The prohibition of Subsection (a) of this section does not
in any way affect the construction and maintenance of levees and other
improvements to control floods, overflows, and freshets in rivers,
creeks, and streams or the construction of canals for conveying water
for irrigation or other purposes authorized by this code. However,
this subsection does not authorize any person to construct a canal,
lateral canal, or ditch that obstructs a river, creek, bayou, gully,
slough, ditch, or other well-defined natural drainage.

(d) Where gullies or sloughs have cut away or intersected the
banks of a river or creek to allow floodwaters from the river or creek
to overflow the land nearby, the owner of the flooded land may fill
the mouth of the gullies or sloughs up to the height of the adjoining
banks of the river or creek without liability to other property

owners.

Amended by Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 2207, ch. 870, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.
1, 1977.
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5/11/2016 WATER CODE CHAPTER 54. MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICTS

Sec. 54.012. PURPOSES OF A DISTRICT. A district shall be
created for the following purposes:

(1) the control, storage, preservation, and distribution of
its storm water and floodwater, the water of its rivers and streams
for irrigation, power, and all other useful purposes;

(2) the reclamation and irrigation of its arid, semiarid,
and other land needing irrigation;

(3) the reclamation and drainage of its overflowed land and
other land needing drainage;

(4) the conservation and development of its forests, water,
and hydroelectric power;

(5) the navigation of its inland and coastal water;

(6) the control, abatement, and change of any shortage or

harmful excess of water;

(7) the protection, preservation, and restoration of the
purity and sanitary condition of water within the state; and
(8) the preservation of all natural resources of the state.

Added by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 775, ch. 84, Sec. 1.

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/WA/htm/WA.54.htm



5/11/2016 WATER CODE CHAPTER 54. MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICTS

SUBCHAPTER D. POWERS AND DUTIES

Sec. 54.201. POWERS. (a) A district shall have the functions,
powers, authority, rights, and duties which will permit accomplishment
of the purposes for which it was created.

(b) A district is authorized to purchase, construct, acquire,
own, operate, maintain, repair, improve, or extend inside and outside
its boundaries any and all works, improvements, facilities, plants,
equipment, and appliances necessary to accomplish the purposes of the
district authorized by the constitution, this code, or other law,
including all works, improvements, facilities, plants, equipment, and
appliances incident, helpful, or necessary to:

(1) supply water for municipal uses, domestic uses, power,
and commercial purposes and all other beneficial uses or controls;

(2) collect, transport, process, dispose of, and control all
domestic, industrial, or communal wastes whether in fluid, solid, or
composite state;

(3) gather, conduct, divert, and control local storm water
or other local harmful excesses of water in a district;

(4) irrigate the land in a district;

(5) alter land elevation in a district where 1t 1s needed;

(6) navigate coastal and inland waters of the district; and

(7) provide parks and recreational facilities for the

inhabitants in the district, subject to the provisions of Chapter 49.

Added by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 786, ch. 84, Sec. 1. Amended by
Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 100, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1985; Acts 2003,
78th Leg., ch. 248, Sec. 27, eff. June 18, 2003.
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5/11/2016 WATER CODE CHAPTER 54. MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICTS

Sec. 54.522. BONDS FOR STREET REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE. (a) The
legislature finds that the condition of streets affects:
(1) the control, storage, preservation, and distribution of

the state's storm and flood waters;

(2) the control, abatement, or change of any shortage or
harmful excess of water; and
(3) a municipal utility district's ability to accomplish its
purposes.
(b) It is the policy of the state to authorize a municipal

utility district in certain circumstances to take action that is
necessary to prevent the condition of a street within the district
from adversely affecting the control, storage, preservation, and
distribution of the state's storm and flood waters, adversely
affecting the control, abatement, or change of any shortage or harmful
excess of water, or otherwise impeding a district's ability to
accomplish its purposes.

(c) A district created by general law or special act of the
legislature in existence for at least 10 years may issue bonds for the
purpose of repairing or maintaining streets within the district if the
bonds are authorized by a majority vote of the resident electors of
the district voting in an election called and held for that purpose.

(d) An election required by this section must be held on the
uniform election date in November authorized by Section 41.001,
Election Code. Notwithstanding Section 41.003, Election Code, an
election under this section may be held on the date of the general

election for state and county officers.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 520, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/WA/htm/WA.54 .htm#54.522

7


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=EL&Value=41.001

